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December 27, 2011 - Psalm 27:14

Hi Everyone,

Well, here we are at the end of this memorization project. God has shown us many things
and we thank Him for the way He teaches and leads and directs us. Now that we have
these powerful words hidden in our hearts, may their lessons continue to direct our
steps. We have received many commanding and practical lessons in these verses
throughout this year. In Psalm 143, God showed us how to cry out to Him in prayer.
Wholehearted worship was definitely the focus of Psalms 100 and 101. Psalm 56
challenged us with new ways to display our trust in the Lord. And, this week in Psalm 27,
God will conclude His encouragement for us to wait upon Him. Let's take a final look.

In the NASB Psalm 27:14 reads:

"Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take courage;
yes, wait for the Lord."

There is no mistaking the clear message in this verse, "Wait for the Lord." Remember
early on that we defined that term as looking up to the Lord with expectant hope.
Sometimes looking upward takes little effort; we are happy in the Lord and we turn our
eyes heavenward with little difficulty, it just comes naturally. But at other times it can be
quite a challenge. Lately | have witnessed friend after friend dealing with some pretty
difficult things. As | learned of their situations, | have encouraged them to wait upon the
Lord. But | must confess, as | have given this counsel, | have also wondered if | would be
able to look up with expectant hope in the Lord if | was walking in their shoes.

The truth is that we all should look up to Him with expectant hope at all times; good
moments and bad ones, too. Itis not always easy and God knows we need instruction.
As we look closely at Psalm 27:14, we see that sandwiched between the words "Wait for



the Lord" is some teaching on how to live it out. So, as we arrive at the end of Psalm 27,
| believe God would have us look at this instruction; because regardless of what shoes we
are wearing today, at some point we will all stride in the shoes of the one who is
challenged to turn her eyes upward.

The first instruction we find in Psalm 27:14 is "be strong." Easy to say, yet hard to do
when you are feeling weak and fragile. Those frail moments are the times we must
remember where our strength comes from. In reality we are powerless for this life. The
Truth of God's Word tells us that our strength comes from the Lord. We can be strong
because He is strong. He doesn't have weak moments. He doesn't have fragile
moments. His strength never wanes! As one friend told me lately, " | like to think about
how big God's muscles are!" We can "be strong" in His strength.

The second instruction is "let your heart take courage." | love the word "let" in this
directive. When we are feeling weak it is easy to wallow, isn't it? We have to allow our
hearts to take courage. We have to give our hearts permission to find courage to face our
challenge in the strength of the Almighty God. This is where reality hits. Are we willing to
"let" ourselves look up?

The third instruction is "yes..." That one might have been easily overlooked, but we can't
miss it. It is that final prompting for the one who is fearful of looking up; kind of like the
Holy Spirit is spurring us on saying, "You really can do this." Have you ever seen the daddy
on the side of the pool urging his child to jump? He says, "Come on, yes, you can do it,
jump to me!" Sometimes looking up to the Lord with expectant hope is like jumping when
we are afraid, but the Holy Spirit is saying, "yes"... He means for us to jump into this divine
hope!

Waiting upon the LORD is looking up to God with expectant hope... not only has Psalm 27

given us encouragement to look up to Him, it has shown us how to do it. May our days be
filled with this kind of vision as we move into this New Year. God bless you!
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The weekly devotions for the previous verses are available on our website
by clicking on "A Year of Psalms" on the home page.
www.establishedfootsteps.com
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